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Omnia in Excellentia Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

During the school year I remind myself often that we must live in the 
present. We must first teach and love the students in front of us. Love 
them where and as they are. It is so tempting to think about preparing 
them for what may be next. And while preparing them for the world 
outside of life on Carmel Drive is important, it is not the first work of our 
time with them. As I reminded the students and faculty on the first day of 
school, our job at JPG is to work, to do hard things, to struggle, and to 
rejoice. We must not be afraid of the demands of our faith, of our families, 
of our friends, of our school simply because these demands require sacrifice. We must not let 
fear dissuade us from aspiring to be who we were created to be. Rather we must desire for 
ourselves and for each other to be among those whose goals are worthy of sons and daughters 
of God. 

I challenged the students to meet my expectations and goals for the year, to live virtuously and 
to love as our patron would have loved. Now, as we are approaching the final few days of this 
school year, I pray they all look back and find they have lived with courage, moderation, justice, 
responsibility, and prudence. I pray that they found true friendship. Finally, I hope that they 
sought and found wonder. I hope that they were able to wonder in His goodness and in His 
love, to wonder in His creation, and to wonder in the beauty of this gift we have all been given. 
Even in a world strewn with difficulty and despair, Saint Athanasius reminds us, “For, indeed, 
everything about is marvelous, and wherever a man turns his gaze he sees the Godhead of the 
Word and is smitten with awe.” Indeed, it has been a marvelous year. And in every memory I 
have of this year I see Our Father and I am in awe of our families and students. We are blessed.

So now as we begin to look forward to this summer and what lies ahead for our children, there is much room for hope and joy. Each 
child leaves JPG for the summer and our seniors for the future with a wealth of knowledge learned and a gift of true accompaniment 
by the faculty and staff. I pray that they do not leave that knowledge and gift behind at the school doors. Students carry them both 
honorably this summer. Use them both with humility and gratitude knowing you, students, were part of something beautiful built in 
the model and image of the Holy Family and of our everlasting faith. You were part of an honored tradition of education and learning 
that dates back centuries but still lives on in our present day. You are blessed.

To our parents, tag you're it. As we give back your precious children and they are no longer our students for the summer I have 
expectations and prayers for you too. I want you to practice Courage. Do not give in to mediocrity and boredom. They do not need 
phones, video games, or instant technology. They need dirt, water hoses, books, and laughter. I want you to practice moderation 
and justice. Be moderate in seeking to fulfill their desires. Our children need to be bored and to wait. Be just in honoring the 
excellence that your child is capable of by expecting that excellence and modeling to your child the desire to seek to emulate 
greatness. Expect them to help, to do chores, to contribute greatly to the family in small ways. And I want you to be responsible 
and prudent. Hold fast to your guidelines and rules even if it means you are uncool. You are uncool with the rest of us. None of this 
is easy and no one has it all figured out. Let them be little. Breathe. Pray. Rest. Laugh. Know you are cherished as a member of this 
community and as fellow pilgrims on this journey to get our families to heaven. Love without ceasing. We will pray for all of you 
without ceasing. And above all, I want you to be guardians.

From the desk of

HeadmistressMrs. Angela Odinet CalendarCalendar
May 
2-6

• Capstone Presentation 
Week

• Teacher Appreciation 
Week

May 4 All School Mass
May 5 SOLA Online Giving Day
May 6 JPG Family Crawfish Boil, 

5:00 pm
May 7 Spring Formal
May 11 House T-shirt Day
May 12 • Headmaster's Challenge 

T-shirt Day
• Baccalaureate & Upper 

School Awards, 6:00 pm
May 14 Graduation, 10:00 am
May 18 Lower School Awards, 

After LS Mass, 9:30 am
May 19 Totus Tuus Thursday
May 
24-26

• US Exams
• Noon Dismissal
• No Hot Lunch
• No Aftercare
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Give to JPG Art & Music through South Louisiana Giving 
Day this Thursday, May 5 at

JPGAcademy.org/SOLA

Pick up your crawfish orders at the tent under the 
oaks and enjoy among our community. Dessert 

and beverage sales available. All proceeds benefit 
Junior Rome Pilgrimage.
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GUARDIAN NEWS

In preparation for the 2022-2023 school 
year each rising kindergartener is testing for 

classroom placement. Currently enrolled 
Pre-K4 students will be pulled during the 

school day. ONLY rising kindergarteners not 
currently attending JPG must sign up for 
one time slot in the afternoon. Sign up for 
only one time slot on any testing day. Please 

be sure arrive 10 minutes prior to your testing 
time to keep the schedule moving. Testing 

will take place in the Chapel Building. Please 
sit in the Refectory while you wait. The sign 

up will be emailed to parents with rising 
kindergarteners.

All are invited to attend the Class of 2022 Commencement 
Mass & Ceremony on Saturday, May 14 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist. The immediate family 
of the graduates will have reserved seating. Join us for a light 

reception immidiately following graduation in Cathderal Hall 
right next door.

Kindergarten Testing
Tuesday, May 24- Thusday, May 26

Time slots from 12:30-2:30 pm each day
Chapel Building
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GUARDIAN NEWS

Important Fall 2022 Dates
Don't wait to plan! The completed 2022-2023 School 

Calendar will be released in the beginning of the Fall Semester.


